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EDITORIAL. 


Several changes have been made in the personnel of the 
executive officers of the Association since last it was our privilege 
to present readers of the Chronicle with a report of the activities 
of our Association. Many of these changes are referred to 
under the various sections of the subject matter of this issue. 
Mr. W. B. Nelson succéeds Mr. R. R.. Bennett as President. 
Mr Nelson has always been very closely and actively identified 
with the work of the Old Boys’ Club in its efforts to strengthen the 
bond of good fellowship among past students of the school. The 
Association is to be congratulated on its choice of leadership and 
can rest assured that no effort will be spared by our President to 
cement, even more firmly, that union between Past and Present, so 
typical of the spirit which is “ The Square.” 

* * * 

The muse has been exceptionally busy at No. 17 this term and 
we are thus enabled to include in this number (also No. 17) a more 
than usual quantity of verse. 3 

* * * 
Before these pages are in your hands the year 1924 will be 
well advancing. May it be an epoch-making year in the history of 
the Students’ Association ! 
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ENTRE NOUS. 


It is with regret that we learn of the impending retirement of 
Mr, A. J. Chater from the office of Assistant Secretary. of 
the Pharmaceutical Society. Mr. Chater has always been an 
enthusiastic supporter of the Students’ Association, of which he is 
an honorary member. His untiring work on behalf of the Society 
has earned for him the respect and esteem of a large circle of 
friends and the admiration of all those with whom he came into — 
close relationship.. The appointment of. his. successor, in‘ the 
person of Mr. H. N. Linstead, is referred to in School Notes. 

* * * ; 


Mr. Harry Martin, well known to old boys as a former 
energetic secretary of the Old Boys’ Club and a prominent figure 
at the Football Club annual reunion, has been elected Chairman of 
the West Metropolitan Branch of the Pharmaceutical Society. 

* * * 

‘We live in the band ages!” So said Sir Jeekyl Dressings, 
B.P.C., on receiving official recognition. . Now that such pharma- 
ceutical commodities have been granted a standard many fresh 
yarns have been spun, not a few of which have failed to satisfy the 
censorial scrutiny of Q. ow.-am. 

~ * * * 

The seasonable efforts of the local waits have evoked the 
following lines. 

Good King Wensislas he made 
Compound pill of rhubarb; 
Skilfully his drugs he weighed 
For his pill of rhubarb. 
Rhubarb, aloe, soap and myrrh, 
Peppermint and glucose, 
From the bottles standing there 
One by.one he took those ! 

* * 


The Annual School Dinner will be held at the Russell Hotel, on 
Wednesday, Feb. 20th, 1924. It is hoped that all past students 
will use their utmost endeavours to be present at this the greatest 
social function in the school year. The arrangements are well in 
hand and a first-rate evening is assured. Book the date! Tickets 
(price 10/- each) may be obtained from the Secretaries of oh 
Dinner Committee, 17 Bloomsbury Square. 

* * * 

The following paragraph is taken from Outward Bound (by 
permission of the Editor). It is an abstract from a Siamese 
newspaper: “The news of English, we tell the latest. Writ in 
perfectly style and most earliest. Do a murder get commit we 
here and tell of it. Do a mighty chief die, we publish it and in 
borders somber. Staff has each one been college and writ like the 
Kipling and the Dickens. We circulate every town and extortionate 
not for advertisement.” | | 
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SCHOOL NOTES. 


In its opening stages this session has differed very little from 
past sessions, although there have been a few changes in the staff. 
Mr. F. J. Dyer, who left us at the end of last term, isto be heartily 
congratulated on his appointment as Assistant Lecturer in Phar- 
maceutics at the Cardiff Technical College.: For four years he 
served the Students’ “Association manfully as. one of the most 
energetic of General Secretaries, and much of the recent progress 
of the Association is directly attributable to his personal efforts 
and initiative. Mr. H..N. Linstead, who joined the staff at the 
beginning of this session, has been chosen to fill the post of 
Assistant Secretary of the Pharmaceutical Society on the enforced 
retirement of Mr. A. J. Chater in June next owing to ill-health. 
The congratulations and good wishes of all ““Squarites,” past and 
present, will go out to Mr. Linstead on his good fortune in this 
extension of his energies in the service of the Society. We 
are very glad’ to welcome back again. Miss’ C. E. Pearson as 
Demonstrator in Pharmaceutics. 

On its lighter side, also, this session has little to report. We 
hear of enquiries as to whether the walls of primary and secondary 
cells are sclerenchyma or parenchyma (surely they are idioblasts ?) 
and we hear, too, of rumours of a host of students from the States 
on their way across the wide and wet Atlafitic in search of Ph.D.’s, 
et cetera. B. E. Kent, artist and hockey player, is “ back in town”’ 
with “ Allenburys,” and will dotibtless soon be fighting to wrest 
from the Square the Cup in whose winning he took so great a part. 

Hearty congratulations and the best of good wishes to 
Miss Woodward and Mr. Kassner, whose engagement was recently 
announced. “ SQUARITE.”’ 


SCHOOL OF PHARMACY STUDENTS’ 
7 ASSOCIATION. 


At the General Meeting of the Association held in October, 
under the Chairmanship of Mr. F. Browne, the following officers 
were elected for the current year :— 

President : W. B. NELSON. 
Vice-Presidents : 

PRoFEsSoR H. G. GREENISH, F.I.C., F.L.S., J. Stuart HI ts, F.I.C., 
R. R. BENNETT, B.Sc., F.1.C.,C. H. WARNER, M.D., F. Browne, F.I.C. © 
Committee : 

Miss Mary F. Bastow, Miss CHRISTINE C. BYRDE, C. J. EASTLAND, 
A.1.C., W. ELLIison, L. F. Gore, F. C. Hopason, M. H. STOTHERT, 

. | H. SURFLEET. 
Hon. Treasurer : C. E. CORFIELD, B.Sc. 
Hon. Secretaries ; F. W. ADAms and F. R. G. GULLICK. 
Auditors: H. N. Linsteap and Miss I. K. W. MIDLANE. | 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT (1922-23). 


EXPENDITURE. 


Association Booklet— 
Printing (550) Pr 
Envelopes, Stamps, etc. ... 
“ Chronicle”? No. 15— 
Printing (560) : - 
Envelopes and Postage 
‘Chronicle’ No. 16— 
Printing (550) rf 
Envelopes and Postage ... 
Football Club— 
Rent of Pitch a 
Hire of Posts and Nets 
Inter-Pharmacy League ... 
Photographs and Frames 
Shirts, Balls, etc..... 
Hockey Club— 
Rent of Pitch te 5 
Hire of Posts and Nets ... 
League Subscription abe 
Photograph and Frame ... 
Colours, Balls, etc. 
Tennis Club— 
Donation to Maw’s A, Club 
General Expenses, etc. 
Natural History. Club— 


Teas and Secretarial Expenses ... 


‘Old Boys” Club— 
Secretarial Expenses 

Social and Intellectual Club— 
Lecture (November) 
Concert (November) 
Dance (December) 
Concert (January) 
Dance (February) 
Concert (March) 

Secretarial and General Expenses— 
Stationery, Stamps, etc. 


Balance 


INCOME. 


Subscriptions— 
95 at 25/- 
145 at 5/- bys “ae 
17 at 5/- (for 1921-22)... 
lat 5/- for 1923- ithe 
3 at 10/- Bs 
1 at 11]- 
2 at 10/6 
2 at 20]- 
Balance from Bus Account 


C. E. CORFIELD, Hon. Treasurer. 
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THE SONG OF THE COFFERS & DASHERS. 


Down from the seventh heaven, 

From metals we can’t find, 

We climb (it is eleven) 

And leave our cares behind. 

Untended beakers overflow, 

Burettes neglected splash — 

Our thoughts are bent on things below, 
On coffee—or a dash! 


O, let the test-tubes rot, my lads, 
And let the funnels crash, 

While we drink piping hot, my lads, 
Our coffee or our dash. 


Our slides no longer draw us, 

We cannot draw them more, 

We only know they bore us 

As we slip through the door. 

We have no heart for learning, 

No more our razors flash, 

Our hearts are filled with yearning, 

For coffee or a-dash ! 
O, let the phloem flow, my lads, 
And let the cassia cash, 
As through the door we go, my lads, 
For coffee or a dash ! 


Bring coffee or a dash, my lads, 
And sugar it to taste ; 

Let baths boil dry and alge die, 
For we will not make haste ! 


H.N.L. 


“LISTEN TO ME, YOUNG MEN.” 
(From the Chinese.) 


Others’ faults and failings you must ne'er disclose, 
Boast not of your knowledge nor your fancy clothes. 
‘Fame’ is not a lady who should be admired, 
Rather seek by virtue to be most inspired. 
Gifts you once have given ever more forget ; 
Gifts you have received, always mind your debt. 
Use your brains and wit ere you decide your plan, 
What then matter the attacks of any man? 
True white remains as white even dipped in black, 
It is dead, stinking fish that is driven back. 
Softness in the temper ’s not virtue in a man, 
Yet too hard a nature oft defeats its plan. 
Judge not people always by their acts or looks, 
They may have ideals that fill the angels’ books. 
Speech may be as silver yet is silence gold, 
And ’tis most unwise to eat all you can hold. 
Prate not of your knowledge there are greater still, 
Do not show contempt for those whose chance was nil. 
If these golden proverbs you will take to heart, 
You will live to prosper, so be quick and start. 

M. M. 
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CLUB NOTES. 


Hockey Club. 
Captain—J. R. SHARP. 
Secretary—M. H. STOTHERT. 
Nov. 3rd.—v. RoYAL COLLEGE OF Art. At Edgware. 


This was the first match of the season and resulted in a win for 
the Square by seven goals to nil. Three of the goals were shot by 
Miss Herington, who played a splendid game, and the others by 
Stothert (3) and Eastland (1). 


Nov. 17th.—v. BURROUGHS, WELLCOME & Co. At Edgware. 


Although winning the toss and playing on our own ground, 
we were defeated by three goals to nil. The team played well 
together and the game was fast throughout, our most dangerous 
opponent being McClew, who scored all the goals. 


Dec. Ist.—v. ALLEN & HANBURYS. 


In spite of the worst efforts of London’s UndergrounD, the 
Square team met at Liverpool Street intact and succeeded 
eventually in reaching the Crooked Billet at Walthamstow, where 
they were met by Mr. Nelson. The game was even throughout, the 
score being one all until within a few minutes of time, when Stothert 
shot his second goal and secured the victory for the Square. The 
team were subsequently entertained to tea and the more energetic 
members afterwards went on toan A. & H.” dance to complete the 
day. The thanks of the team are due to Mr. Nelson ‘and to 
‘“Allenburys” for their generous hospitality. | 


Dec. 8ih—v. BusuH. At Edgware. 


Won by six goals to two. Linstead was especially brilliant, 
breaking up Bush’s attack completely, while Eastland played 
splendidly on the wing. Goals were scored by Stothert (4), 
Eastland and Sharp. 


Dec. 15th—v. SuNBuRY. At Edgware. 


Our team played badly and were deservedly beaten by four 
goals to one. The Square goal was shot by Williams. 


The following is the Square team: Miss Mowat, Linstead, 
Ellison, Miss Ogilvie, Sharp (Caft.), Miss Brown, Williams, Miss 
Herington, Stothert, Miss Kirkwood, Eastland. 

Miss Hobling, Miss Thomas, Bastow, Netherway and Marriot 
have also played for the team. 

So far we have succeeded in obtaining second place in the 
League, but there is plenty of room for improvement. The 
forwards in particular have two lessons to learn—to pass wide and 
to keep their positions. At present there is too much muddling 
and too little combined play, although individual play is good. 


354 
Football Club. 


Caftain—H. A. BANCcKs. 


Secretary —H. SURFLEET. 


Four practice matches at the beginning of the term enabled 
the selection committee to pick the following team, in which we 
had the services of four old colourmen:—Milner; J. Cardwell, 
Bancks ; Hughes, Sumner, Cross; Martin, Wright, Kembery, - 
-Melhuish and Chambers. Gullick and Simpson have also played. 


R. L. Cardwell, our Vice-Captain and original centre-forward, 
has had to stand down from the team as the result of injuries 
received in the first cup match. 


We have been able to run a second eleven which has played 
three matches this term. The following have taken part in them: 
Surfleet, Bishop, Adams, Schwartz, Owen, Cooper, Lewis, Simpson, 
Scaife, Clarke, Hodges, Jones. 


ALL DRESSED 


REPORTS OF MATCHES. 


Nov. 3rd.—v. Cymric. At Edgware. 


This match proved to bea very one-sided affair. The Square 
won by 13 goals to 3. Cymric were greatly handicapped owing to 
the absence of their regular goalkeeper. 
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Nov. 10th.—v. LONDON COLLEGE. At Norbury. 


Play started in a high wind, the London forwards at once 
became prominent and attacked the Square goal. In a few 
minutes the Square took up the attack and, after some midfield 
play, Chambers scored. The second half was contested at a very 
fast pace and the Square defence hada very busy time. Eventually 
London penetrated and scored. Play continued fast but no 
further score resulted. The Square had the misfortune to lose 
R. L. Cardwell early on in the game through injuries. 

Result—Square 1, London 1. 


Nov. 24th—v. SouTH OF ENGLAND COLLEGE (League Match). 


At Edgware. The South started by at once troubling the 
home defence. It was some time before the Square could break 
away. Eventually they forced four corners in succession, but no 
goals were scored before the interval. Ten minutes from the 
restart the South scored, much to the delight of their supporters. 
The Square attacked vigorously now and Wright found the net 
with a fast shot.’ Play became very keen and just before the end 


WHERE TO GO. 


Wright scored again for the Square. Result—Square 2, South of 
England 1. t 


Hee tsi ae REGENT. OF, POLYTECHNIC Hee ALC AioWilk 


An enjoyable game resulted in a win for the Polytechnic by 
four goals to one. 


> 
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Dec. 8th.—v. WESTMINSTER COLLEGE (League Match).. At. Edgware. 


The game was very one-sided. The Square forwards showed 
their best form. Particularly good work was done by Melhuish 
and Martin. Scorers—Kembery (3), Wright (3), Melhuish (2), 
Martin (1), Chambers (1). Result—Square 10, Westminster. 1. 


SECOND ELEVEN RESULTS. 


veOymurRic RC.stiost- 7230. 
vy. ALEXANDRA Park F:C. Won 4—2. 
v. REGENT ST. POLYTECHNIC F.C. Lost a 
Hes, 
Social Club. 


Secretary—F. C. HopGson. 


In the Examination Hall on the. év ening of November 14th, 
the ‘‘ Dichotomists’”’ presented “So this is Pharmacy,” a delish 
little comedy direct from Brewery Lane. .The play, which was 
preceded by several musical items, was replete with. topical 
humour and kept the audience in fits of laughter from start to finish. 
In the first act we beheld a tired and overworked student of | 
pharmacy wrestling with habitats and doses, and burning the 
midnight oil in truly traditional fashion. This occupation was cut — 
short by the arrival of the spirit of pharmacy—not rectified or 
methylated, mind you, but absolute—who promised to reveal what 
the future has in store for those who aspire to pharmaceutical 
qualifications. Merciful mercury! A revelation of the infinite variety 
of ultimate futurity was presented in the following acts as the 
great might be merged into the zs. The harassed demonstrator 
struggling with Fenton’s test, the wedding and the police court 
scene, in which a maid of the English bar defended a poor 
unfortunate pharmacist. who had been prosecuted for alleged 
inaccurate dispensing, are but a few of the episodes of this cleverly 
conceived and well-acted comedy. Those who took part and all 
who assisted in the arrangements for the performance are to be 
congratulated on a creditable achievement. We cannot conclude 
the report of this function without referring to the contribution to 
the evening’s enjoyment made by M. Meng who gave us a rendering 
of a Chinese national song of which a somewhat free translation, 
entitled “ Listen to me, young men,” is printed in this issue. 


The Dance. 


It was at the Palace Hotel, on December 7th, but as the role 
of Chetranthus did not appeal to me, I stayed away. However, I 
knew where to apply for information and so I cornered Box and 
Cox and tried to pump them. They are good fellows both, but 
their views are somewhat one-sided. They complained about Dox. 
Dox, it seems, “let the club down” by making tracks straight for 
the ballroom and leaving Cox, who had called for three, to dispose 
of two himself. A small thing, of course, but it seems to have 
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clouded their outlook for the night. I asked them whether Mox had 
done anything unusual. No, Mox had done nothing unusual. 
Which, of course, was itself unusual, Mox being usually most 
unusual. They told me other things. About Kox, for instance. 
But I can hardly pass them on and run the risk of breaking up so 
many happy homes. 3 


They were agreed that the M.C.’s were excellent—a good 
turn,” said Box, in his quaint Yorkshire way. There were buzzers 
and hats and there would have been streamers, only someone 
forgot them. Anyhow, eighty or so enjoyed themselves thoroughly 
and the function reflected credit on all concerned. The Stanley 
Charles Orchestra was excellent : “ Well I’m surprised,” a topping 
fox-trot, took Cox’s fancy especially, but Box told me quietly that 
there was more in this than met the eye. Knowing Cox, I must 
say I’m not surprised. | 


PAST STUDENTS’ CLUB. 
Secretary—L. F. Gore. 


I may lay myself open to a severe rebuke from the Editor for a 
breach of journalistic etiquette, but I must certainly offer him the 
hearty congratulations of all members of the Past Students’ Club on 
his success in the London University Examinations, of which we 
read in a recent issue of the Pharmaceutical Journal. We wish 
him continued success in his new post. 


Following on the election of Mr. W. B. Nelson to the position 
of President of the School of Pharmacy Students’ Association, it 
was my privilege to be asked to undertake the duties of Secretary 
of the Past Students’ Club. 


In these days when the activities of the Students’ Association 
are so manifold and various, it seems to me that this post may be 
regarded as carrying with it a watching brief on the behalf of the 
Old Boys, to see that their interests are not submerged, and to act 
as a kind of connecting link between Past and Present. 


I shall endeavour to carry out these functions to the best of 
my ability, but I would remind everyone that no counsel can act in 
the absence of instructions, and therefore I would ask those who: 
may have suggestions for the better carrying on of the Club, to: 
communicate with the committee. 


These last remarks are addressed especially to those, who, like 
myself, have left the Square during the last ten to twelve years, as. 
I feel that if we are to keep the Club up to its high standard of 
achievement, we must have the goodwill and support of the younger 
members. 

LaekaG; 
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We have been fortunate to be favoured with a special interview 
with a renowned practitioner of the pharmaceutic art, who 
contemplates standing as a candidate for election to the council in 
the somewhat remote future. Just how long he will remain 
standing depends on many things ; meanwhile he remains 7ncognito 
and his election address is printed in extenso below. 


COUNCIL ELECTION. 


In submitting my views to the honourable members of the 
Pharmaceutical Society I venture to commend the following 
programme to your consideration. It cannot be other than 
favourable and to ensure its performance I would ask you to cross 
out all names on the ballot papers except mine. (I shall arrange 
for future ballot papers to print my name only so as to save you 
trouble and time.) 

Dangerous Drugs Act. 


I am fully in sympathy with this act but consider its provisions 
inadequate and its modus operandi capable of much improvement. 
I shall arrange for this to be amended so that every pharmacist 
shall dispense D.D.A. prescriptions once weekly only at 10-45 a.m. 

A government inspector shall be present, shall check every 
item, make the proper entries himself, and at 11 a.m. shall take the 
pharmacist to the nearest hostelry and provide him with champagne 
and oysters. Note-—Where hostelries do not open until midday 
the hour of dispensing shall be 11-45 a.m. In the event of there 
being no D.D.A. prescriptions to dispense, the inspector shall 
present the pharmacist with a pair of white gloves. 


Capital Levy. 


I heartily support this excellent scheme and shall see that it is 
properly carried out. Why should members of the Society pay a 
yearly tax of 30/- for what should be provided free and is theirs 
by right? Asa practical application the Society will take over all 
multiple shops, and the income derived from them will be used by 
the Society for the benefit of its members. ) 

It will be possible not only to abolish the annual subscription 
but to subsidise pharmacists who through various causes are unable 
to afford Fords. 

All qualified chemists will be withdrawn from multiple shops 
and the title “Chemists” also. As. however, an -unqualified man 
may call his store a ‘“ Pharmacy” this entails no hardship. 


Sale of Poisons. 


The sale of all poisons will be prohibited except under the 
D.D.A. This will ensure proper care being taken and in time will 
doubtless lead to the entire disuse of these dangerous preparations. 
The various evening papers will be asked to suggest additions to the 
schedule and they will doubtless include such dangerous drugs as 
Aspirin, Epsom Salts, Rhubarb, etc. 
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Tariff Reform. 
The Drug tariff under the N.H.I. will be reformed. 


To eliminate the confusion now. existing owing to the 
numerous formulz, stock mixtures shall be reduced to two :— 
Sol. Carmini et Aqua. Sacch. Ust et Aqua. 


Doctors shall be forbidden to insert quantities other than Q.s. 
after each ingredient on a prescription. This will avoid further 
uncalled for prosecutions for so-called dispensing errors and will 
also truly delimit prescribing from dispensing. Patients will be 
required to give at least two days’ notice of their medicinal 
requirements, thus avoiding that undue haste which is dangerous 
to the patient and nerve racking to the dispenser. 


Unemployment. 


The unemployment in pharmacy is undoubtedly due to 
overcrowding in its ranks. Aspirants for the pharmaceutical 
qualification will therefore be required to sign on a waiting list and 
will only be admitted to the examinations when the lapse of time 
has sufficiently diminished the number of qualified chemists. 


Socialism. 


The result of the foregoing programme will be evident in about 
ten years. By this time it is estimated that the number of 
pharmacists will be reduced by some 5,000 and the income of the 
Pharmaceutical Society will be about five millions per annum. I 
shall take over the Russell Hotel and convert it into the Pharm. 
Club, where living accommodation will be provided for pharmacists 
free of charge, with free concerts, baths, bars, etc. Any pharmacist 
who in spite of the influence of the bars refuses to be sociable will be 
expelled from the Society, and the remainder will thus be able to 
practise perfect socialism and even communism. 


In concluding my election address I cannot do better than ask 
you, What did Lloyd George say in ’63 ?”’ 
GRITS P: 


A VENETIAN BLIND. 


By way of relaxation the potential Minor had witnessed a 
performance of“ The Merchant of Venice.” It had impressed him, 
and, his nerves being shaky, that night he dreamt. 


He was in a hall—a magnificent hall—adorned with sculptures. 
At first he thought it must be the Hall of Mirrors, but further 
investigation proved it was the Hall of Terrors, in fact it was 
No. 17, and July. He knew instinctively he was “down,” the 
messy stuff he was rubbing was lumpy, and the examiner had just 
told him to pound afresh. To pound afresh !—or had he said 
“a pound of flesh 2?” He was not sure, anyway a horrible doubt 
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crossed his mind, a doubt that grew as he scrutinised the examiner 
before him. That palate knife he held, was it a palate knife? And 
those scales, ugh! those scales! They had 16 ozs. on one pan anda 
piece of parchment paper on the other. Why parchment paper ? 
‘Ugh! Shades of Jacob Bell! This was no examiner, it was Shylock! 
And himself Antonio. He knew it. He must have some moral 
support ; where was Bassanio? He searched every bottle on his 
bench, but no Bassanio,—no, not even a Guinnessio. His position was 
hopeless, the court had assembled, there were even no bottles now, 
all the stoppers were just mortar-boards, and there were filter- 
pressmen ready to take down any equation he might utter—every 
atom of it. But here is Portia. He knew it was Portia because her 
cloak was trimmed with Venice turps, and she flushed a Menta red. 
And thus she spake, turning to the examiner— 


* The quality of Percy’is not feigned; 
He moppeth up the acid as it runs 
Upon the bench beneath ; it is twice messed ; 
It messeth those who learn, and those who teach : 
He is tidiest of the tidiest : he becomes 
The croned pharmacist, better let him down ; 
His spectrum shows the lines of study dour, 
The attribute of lawful Pharmacy 
Herein do sit, you dread and feared things ; 
But Percy is above your septic sway; 
His brow is ringed by benzene hexagons 
And he has paid the fee of membership. 


ty TS LN pen alee Len and so on, in words 
which must be familiar to everyone. Her eloquence melted the 
examiner’s heart, but alas! she had expended her Patent Feat of 
Effusion. She condensed. She condensed into the landlady! It 
had all been a blind—a Venetian Blind ! 
- Wield 1s 


A LETTER FROM IS TO WAS. 


THE SQUARE. 
Monday. 
My Dear Was, 

While they cannot, of course, compare with the Minors of our 
year, the ’23 vintage is quite promising. I chanced to look into the 
dispensary the other day, when a section was in full blast, and the 
noise at any rate left nothing to be desired. Pestles clanged on 
mortars ; drawers were rattled in and out ; pill-rounders, bottles, 
balances and other dispensing implements were banged down in the 
good old style, and above all the din nineteen voices could be heard 
explaining, in a variety of keys, just how that second lot of pills 
ought to be made up. One young lady; with her tongue out, who 
was wearing a white overall, was laboriously writing a label. On one 
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side of her a gentleman was working out a percentage calculation 
in his head and getting it wrong, while on the other side, another 
gentleman had attempted to pour a four ounce mixture into a three 
ounce bottle and was engaged in removing the surplus from his 
bench with a duster. 


Our friend X alone seemed calm. He strode firmly up and 
down, demonstrating there, dropping a word here, half a word 
there and leaving in his wake confusion worse confounded. I even 
saw one unfortunate, as the aforesaid X approached, surreptitiously 
empty the contents of a ten ounce measure down the sink and set 
to work to weigh afresh four drachms of sulphate of sodium. And 
there was another—but you can picture it all much better than I 
can describe it and I have not yet touched on the “ London” rag, 
of which you ask for details. 


There were three bus-loads of us and about two hundrédweights 
of potato starch. The costumes were as bizarre (an excellent word 
that) as ever and you will be glad to know that something with heavy 
pink stripes is the correct wear in pyjamas nowadays. .There was 
a Klu-Klux-Klanslady breathing with difficulty through the eyeholes 
of her hood, a piratical fellow with red and yellow headgear and a 
Scotsman from the wild and whiskey wastes of Dundee, who 
produced the most soul-stirring screams (The Cavalry Canter, | doubt 
not) from his national instrument. There were, in addition, 
innumerable rapscallions with fictitious faces of the most criminal ‘ 
type and a number of ladies in.red, yellow and blue, three of the 
most notorious of whom featured in an illustrated Sunday paper. 
Than which is no greater honour. 


The Battle of Norbury, waged over the old battlefield, was quite 
up to standard, both sides fought on to the last bagful. After the 
match we returned home to the strains of “Cock Robin” and 
“ Wakee ;” if not victorious we were at least happy and glorious— 
until we tried to get the starch off ourselves in the bath. But I will 
draw a veil over that. 


In fact, as-you will gather, the Square is much as ever it 
. . sé ” . 
was, except that there is a passion for elevenses”? which would 
never have been tolerated in our time. The Minors seem to have 
discovered the art of incorporating a safe amount of amusement 
with their work.. The Majors, of course, have only time 
for work. 


When you are up in town, look in and see the circus ! 


Yours under the Pestle and Mortar, 


IS. 
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A VERY LONG WAY AFTER BLENHEIM. 


It was a summer evening, 
*The Chemist’s work was done 

And he, outside the kitchen door, 

Was sitting in the sun ; 

While round about him, on the ground, 
His little daughter played around. 


She saw her brother Frederick 

Bring something small and round, 
Which he beside the rubbish box 

In playing there had found ; 

He came to ask what he had found 

That was so small and smooth and round. 


The chemist took it from the boy 
Who stood expectant by, 

And then the old man shook his head 
And with a natural sigh, 

“It is a coated pill,’ quoth he, 
‘Destined for man’s anatomy.” 


‘TI find them ’neath the counter, 
There’s many there about, 

And often when he’s sweeping 

The shop boy turns them out ; 

For pills, I’m sure there is,” said he, 
“A special force of gravity.” 


“Tt always was the same,” said he 
In voice of dull despair, 

“It always was the same,” said he 
“When I was at the Square ; 
Beneath the demon’s roving eye, 
My pills would always roll and fly.” 


“And when at last the truant’s found 

We breathe a thankful prayer, © 

For after all, when on the ground 

It Joses nothing there ; 

Full many a dusty pill,’ quoth he, . 
‘‘Has passed through man’s anatomy.” 


*This has been known to happen. 
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